
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CITY OF BILOXI PRODUCES ELEVATION DATABASE 

FOR VULNERABLE AREA 
 

Following funding from the Resilience to Future Flooding project, CNC Catastrophe and National Claims, 

in partnership with the City of Biloxi and Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, have completed a multi-year 

project obtaining and analyzing elevations for 1,250 homes in a vulnerable area of the city. 

The “Improving Flood Resiliency in Biloxi’s Economic Development Corridor” project provides crucial data 

for the city. Included in the results are high water marks for 35 historic storms since 1880, potential 

extreme water levels for current and future storms, and a database of 1,250 buildings’ first-floor 

elevations. As Biloxi continues to consider flood response plans and flood and storm safety policies, it is 

vital for city staff to know what height of water puts residents’ homes at risk of flooding. The detailed 

information from this project provides a thorough understanding of flood risk in the area now and in the 

future as seas rise. Data are available from the City of Biloxi.  

The City of Biloxi, Mississippi, has always been at high risk to coastal flooding and, as this risk worsens due 

to sea-level rise, the City is excited to have these results in hand. Now that all data are collected, Biloxi 

will consider ways they can continue to develop a resilient city. “[This] will greatly improve the City of 

Biloxi’s ability to identify where the greatest need will be during floods from hurricanes or heavy rain,” 

said Richard Stickler, the City of Biloxi Floodplain Manager. Stickler will also review the final products to 

see if they can be utilized to gain points for Biloxi’s Community Rating System (CRS) score. With enough 

points, CRS scores can reduce the cost of flood insurance for coastal residents. “It will also give us an 

inventory of homes that do not meet the current elevation requirements,” Stickler said, “I wish we had 

this city wide.”  

The Resilience to Future Flooding project, funded by a NOAA Regional Coastal Resilience Grant, is focused 

on addressing communication and financial barriers to increasing sea-level rise resilience in the northern 

Gulf of Mexico. It is led by the Northern Gulf of Mexico Sentinel Site Cooperative, Mississippi Department 

of Marine Resources, Mississippi State University, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, 

Gulf of Mexico Alliance, Climate and Resilience Community of Practice and Louisiana Sea Grant.  
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Figure 1. Map of first flood elevations for 1,250 buildings in Biloxi, MS. 
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