
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
ASSESSES FLOOD VULNERABILITY 

 
Having successfully obtained funding from the Resilience to Future Flooding project, Santa Rosa County 
has continued their work on coastal resilience throughout 2020. 

The County project, “Building Flood Resilience in Santa Rosa County,” was completed in partnership with 
University of Florida IFAS Sea Grant, University of West Florida, and the Emerald Coast Regional Council. 
Guided by the 2018 Florida Adaptation Planning Guidebook from the DEP’s Office of Resilience and 
Coastal Protection, the end result of this effort is a vulnerability assessment web application designed to 
inform residents of future flood risk. 

The web application maps Santa Rosa County’s flood vulnerability by incorporating information on social 
vulnerability, repetitive loss structures, FEMA flood zones, and base flood elevations. Vulnerability 
scores ranging from 0-5 are determined for each quarter square mile (0.25 mi2) of the county based on 
these factors. The information integrated into the application provides the County with a more 
comprehensive understanding of risk than a traditional flood zone map. This allows the County to better 
understand and address flood risk. Details on how the web application was developed and the 
information that went into it is available on the Resilience to Future Flooding story-map that the County 
developed in conjunction with the web application. The story-map also describes anticipated next steps, 
such as incorporating sea-level rise into the model to identify future vulnerable areas. 

The Resilience to Future Flooding project, funded by a NOAA Regional Coastal Resilience Grant, 
addresses communication and financial barriers to increasing sea-level rise resilience in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico. It is led by the Northern Gulf of Mexico Sentinel Site Cooperative, UF IFAS Extension, 
Gulf of Mexico Alliance, NOAA, Climate and Resilience Community of Practice, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, 
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, Mississippi State 
University, and Louisiana Sea Grant. For more information, visit the project page at www.ngomssc.org. 

 

 

### 

Tanya Gallagher, GIS Coordinator for Santa Rosa County 
Phone: (850) 983-1850 

Email: tanyag@santarosa.fl.gov 

https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/AdaptationPlanningGuidebook.pdf
https://santarosagis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=c59f88a4752448889ce76117f5979da4
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0116c2ed65f04b4098a21b0b91327452
http://www.ngomssc.org/
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