
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CITY OF BILOXI OBTAINING NEW DATA  
TO BETTER UNDERSTAND FLOOD RISK 

 
The Resilience to Future Flooding Team is pleased to announce that CNC Catastrophe and National Claims, 
in partnership with the City of Biloxi and Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, was awarded a grant for their 
project titled, “Improving Flood Resiliency in Biloxi’s Economic Development Corridor”. 

The City of Biloxi, Mississippi, has always been at high risk to coastal flooding and, as this risk worsens due 
to sea-level rise, the City is excited to move forward with this collaboration. The Resilience to Future 
Flooding grant will allow the City to obtain crucial information that will be provided by this project and 
inspire other communities to undertake similar projects. This project will create a First Floor Elevation 
(FFE) database in highly vulnerable and high-priority areas of the City to find accurate elevations of the 
first habitable floor of buildings and homes. Road elevation will also be included. Following data collection, 
the project team will analyze these elevations against current and potential future flood scenarios to 
estimate future flood impacts in Biloxi. Using historical records of floods will further help develop the 
database of flood risk for the City of Biloxi, focusing in on local needs for resilience. 

Having this information will allow the City to better understand their flood risk now and in the future, 
which will support them in their efforts to continue strengthening their coastal resilience. The high-
resolution data will allow the City to identify how many and which specific buildings are at risk of 
inundation due to future floods. The community can expect public workshops to help residents 
understand more about the worsening risk of storm surge on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. The City of Biloxi’s 
Floodplain Manager will also review the final products to see if they can be utilized to gain points for 
Biloxi’s Community Rating System (CRS) score. With enough points, CRS scores can reduce the cost of 
flood insurance for coastal residents. 

The Resilience to Future Flooding project, funded by a NOAA Regional Coastal Resilience Grant, is focused 
on addressing communication and financial barriers to increasing sea-level rise resilience in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico. It is led by the Northern Gulf of Mexico Sentinel Site Cooperative, Mississippi Department 
of Marine Resources, Mississippi State University, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, 
Gulf of Mexico Alliance, Climate and Resilience Community of Practice and Louisiana Sea Grant.  
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