
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CITY OF APALACHICOLA COMPLETES  
RESILIENCE PLANNING FOR VULNERABLE STRUCTURES 

 
Following funding from the Resilience to Future Flooding project, the City of Apalachicola, Florida spent 
this past year working on resilience planning for public and privately-owned structures in areas at-risk to 
flooding.  

The project, titled “Achieving Resilience through Hazard Mitigation: Applying Mitigation Measures to 
Apalachicola’s Vulnerable Historic and Economically Significant Resources”, focused on assessing ten 
previously-flooded structures of historic and economic value in the city’s downtown area. City staff, a 
hazard mitigation team, preservation architects, and staff from the nearby Apalachicola National 
Estuarine Research Reserve partnered on this project to develop specific recommendations and 
estimates for mitigation measures. This was done by analyzing the risk of exceeding a 1% annual chance 
flood event (also known as a 100-year flood event) on each structure and assessing options for flood 
proofing or elevating the structure to decrease flood risk. Project coordinators are focused on 
maintaining building function while ensuring historical preservation. An in-depth report of the findings is 
available on the City website under Resiliency Resources (https://bit.ly/2MwX6Vs). 

This effort, which has already earned the Spirit of Community Award from the Gulf of Mexico Climate 
and Resilience Community of Practice, is the latest in a series of coastal risk and resilience work from the 
City of Apalachicola. It adds to the city’s understanding of their flood risk and builds their capacity to 
protect the community as that flood risk increases due to rising seas. This is especially useful as the city 
has significant tourism and this information provides a basis for Apalachicola to know how to best and 
most efficiently protect economically critical structures. Now armed with a detailed assessment of cost 
estimates for resilience upgrades on these structures, the City has already begun to apply for funding 
from multiple sources in order to make their plan a reality.  

The Resilience to Future Flooding project, funded by a NOAA Regional Coastal Resilience Grant, is 
focused on addressing communication and financial barriers to increasing sea-level rise resilience in the 
northern Gulf of Mexico. It is led by the Northern Gulf of Mexico Sentinel Site Cooperative, UF IFAS 
Extension, Gulf of Mexico Alliance, NOAA, Climate and Resilience Community of Practice, Dauphin Island 
Sea Lab, Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, Mississippi State 
University, and Louisiana Sea Grant.  
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