
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
ALLIGATOR POINT MAKES STEPS TO 
ADDRESS FLOOD VULNERABILITIES 

 
The Alligator Point Coastal Resilience Study has spent the last year assessing flood and storm 
vulnerabilities faced by the community and considering what options may help increase the 
community’s resilience to future flooding. Funding for this study came from the Resilience to Future 
Flooding project and Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Florida Resilient Coastlines 
Program.  

The project was initiated after repetitive storm damage and ongoing erosion continued to have a 
negative impact on the Alligator Point community. The Apalachee Regional Planning Council (ARPC) and 
WSP USA Inc. partnered with Franklin County to conduct a detailed assessment of the community’s 
most vulnerable areas. The focus was on the community’s main thoroughfare and only access road to 
the western portion of the point: Alligator Drive.  

Five potential resilience actions were considered in order to find a long-term solution(s) that could 
provide enhanced capacity for resilience along the most at-risk portions of Alligator Drive. Each project 
was analyzed based on roadway protection, beach stabilization, public safety, and resiliency but was 
also brought to the stakeholders, Alligator Point residents, for feedback and to provide the project with 
feasibility considerations. Analysis also considered any ancillary impacts, implementation 
considerations, and initial costs and maintenance costs.  

This effort adds to Franklin County’s understanding of their infrastructure risk now and as sea levels 
continue to rise. The County will now consider their options and plan their next steps for reducing 
Alligator Point’s vulnerabilities and working to ensure a safe and resilient community. The final report 
from this study can be found here or on the ARPC website. 

The Resilience to Future Flooding project, funded by a NOAA Regional Coastal Resilience Grant, is 
focused on addressing communication and financial barriers to increasing sea-level rise in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico and is led by the Northern Gulf of Mexico Sentinel Site Cooperative, UF IFAS Extension, 
Gulf of Mexico Alliance, NOAA, Climate and Resilience Community of Practice, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, 
Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, Mississippi State 
University, and Louisiana Sea Grant.  
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